\% International Journal of Advances in Engineering and Management (IJAEM)
%,;‘. Volume 3, Issue 12 Dec 2021, pp: 986-991 www.ijaem.net

Techniques of Designing an Effective
Curriculum and Teaching Aids for
ESL Classroom

Dr.P.Santhosh, Ms.Rachel Stella

Assistant Professor, Department of English Vels Institute of Science and Technology& Advanced Studies
(VISTAS), Velan Nagar, Vaithiyalingam Road, Pallavaram, Chennai-117, (www.velsuniv.ac.in).
Department of EnglishVels Institute of Science and Technology& Advanced Studies (VISTAS), Velan Nagar,
Vaithiyalingam Road, Pallavaram, Chennai-117, (www.velsuniv.ac.in).

Submitted: 01-12-2021

Revised: 12-12-2021

Accepted: 15-12-2021

ABSTRACT

Language teaching consists of various sequences of
activities. Designing a relevant curriculum and
teaching aids is the most crucial process involved
in language teaching. The curriculum and the
teaching aids not only facilitate the teachers and the
learners to create a structure for the teaching and
learning process but also define the quality of the
teaching and learning process. There are various
factors that have to be kept in mind while designing
a curriculum and it should contain a standard
quality to meet the learners’ expectations and
needs. This paper focuses on the various techniques
and the key factors beneficial for designing a
pertinent curriculum and teaching aids for the ESL
classroom.

Key words: curriculum, teaching aids, learners,
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What is Curriculum?

A curriculum design is the process of
deciding on what students learn in a program in
terms of knowledge skill and values and how the
learning should take place. The curriculum includes
subject offered from different area of language
curriculum determines the amount of concentration
and time to be allotted to each language area.
Teaching material plays a major role in language
teaching which are also known as the assisting
resources required for student. When materials are
chosen meticulously and utilized effectively it
results in the improvement of teaching and learning
process. They are to be placed on the first priority
as they are the fundamental factor in teaching and
learning process.

Basic Traits of Teaching Materials:

According to sharif Alghazo (2015) a
teaching material should informative, instructional,
experimental and encouraging the learners to use
and make discovery in the language. The entire
language teaching and learning industry has been
constructed around the changing and developing
teaching resource and methodologies. Astrid Nunez
Pardo(2009)states that human being are unique and
have eight native intelligence which he termed as
inter personal, intrapersonal, musical, special,
kinaesthetic, logical — mathematical, linguistical,
spiritual and naturalistic and all this skills must be
acknowledged and improved while teaching a
language.

Types of Teaching Material:

Course books are the most commonly
used primary source of input in language
classroom. Course book plays a fundamental role in
language learning all around the world. But course
books are not completely flaw less as it lacks
authenticity like it must be relevant to learners’
need says Desy Damayanti(2018). As most of the
course books are based on the target language and
its culture, learners fail to connect with the
material. Teaching material can be broadly
classified into two categories. The first type is
creative material which is created purposefully to
meet particular teaching and learning objective. For
example the wide range of availability of course
book for language learning and teaching in today’s
market makes it difficult to pick the appropriate
course book.Some of the advantages of using and
appropriate course book are providing a structure
for the learning program and standardizing the
process of instruction by maintaining quality. It
fulfills a wide range of practical needs. Course
book provides a route map for both the teachers and
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learners and further assures sense of security for
both the teachers and student. There are some
disadvantages in using a particular course book.
The real issues happening in the world are often
avoided. Students learn the out — dated course
books most of the time. Using only the course book
reduce the role of teachers and their participation in
the teaching and learning process. Besides the
course books there are many other materials that
can utilized for language teaching and learning.
Audio material in the form of recordings related to
language learning provides students  with
opportunities to learn the target language in
academic context For example recordings of public
lectures, online discussion etc. video materials are
the most commonly used material to stimulate
interest in language learning. Video consist of body
language, facial expression and emotional impacts
which connect to the unconscious mind of the
learners which provides message visually and
verbally.

The second type of material is the
authentic material. These materials are not
intentionally created for language learning or
teaching purpose but are designed on a different
principle, For example, journalism, entertainment
etc. These materials are enormously potential for
the language learning process. They bring a real
content of present issue in the classroom through
the target language. Through they are created for
native speakers, it can be utilized for learning
purpose For example, newspaper, advertisement,
songs etc. Desy Damayanti (2018) states authentic
text which are non- pedagogical text are used to
enhanced not only the learners’ communication but
also their cultural competency. They provide a real
life context that shows how the language is used by
the native speakers. For example, movies and films
are considered as the modern day story telling
instrument which are motivating, enjoyable and
promotes successful language acquisition through
real life conversation.

Students’ Need in Curriculum Designing:

Students, preference are to be considered
crucial in designing language program curriculum
and teaching material Sharif Alghazo (2015)
declares that the current structure of the curriculum
has more useless repetitions of reading, writing and
grammarsubjects which must be replaced by
innovative language learning subject. Students
consider that there is a scarcity for appropriate
teaching aids. Student must be facilitated with
simplified version of curriculum so that they can
understand the content. As there is a constant
change in students’ need and technology of modern
world teachers must use the tools like digital

audios, videos, language lab,headset and computers
to be provided for the student to practice listening
and speaking and for a better result of language
teaching and learning. Jahanbakhish Nikoopour
(2011) that the goal of the language program is
derived from the reason the learners’ need to learn
the language. If a course material fails to meet the
needs of the learners and does not satisfy the
students’ wants and questions related to the target
language, it also fails the quality of teaching and
learning process. Implementing a curriculum must
be directly related to the learners’ themselves, their
needs and their character.

Key characters about the learners to be considered

by the curriculum designer when preparing the

curriculum are:

e Students’ Proficiency: All the learners may not
have the equal amount of knowledge regarding
the target language. Some students may lack
the basic knowledge or some students may
have a better knowledge regarding the target
language but lack fluency. It is the role of the
teacher to assess the level and the ability of the
students in the target language and prepare the
appropriate curriculum teaching material.

e Background of the Learners: Due to the
diversity among the students, their culture and
lifestyle are different. Their reason for learning
the target language is also a part of the
diversity. The course material should be
related to their culture so the students get
connected to the course material and the
learning process easily.

e Students’ Requirement for Learning the Target
Language: Each student would have a different
requirement for learning a target language.
Their requirements must be fulfilled by the
course material. It must provide the learners
what they are seeking for. Student who is
seeking for a better spoken skill cannot be
provided with the entire course material of
grammar and structure. Students must be
provided with the appropriate course material
which can meet their requirements.
Jahanbakhish Nikoopour(2011) describes the

students’ learning setting in three division (The

country — the school — the classroom) the first
division deals in the national level like the culture,
politics and religion where the students’
background contributes a lot to decide what to be
taught and how to be taught for the learners. The
second division, the school level relates to the
school atmosphere and the staffs’ attitude towards
the quality of teaching and learning process. In the
classroom level the students and teachers’ rapport,
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their involvement and interest they have in the

teaching and learning process are taken in account.

Factors to Keep in Mind while Designing a

Curriculum:

According to Astrid Nunez Pardo (2009)
designing appropriate material is not science it is a
strange mixture of imagination, insight and
analytical reasoning. As we have discussed before
in Astrid Nunez Pardo (2009) words human being
are unique and have eight native intelligence which
he termed as inter personal, intrapersonal, musical,
special, kinaesthetic, logical — mathematical,
linguistical, spiritual and naturalistic. All these
eight elements must be acknowledged by the
curriculum.  Teachers  while  designing the
curriculum should keep in mind to maintain a
balance among the students language learning
needs, preference, motivations, expectations,
affective filters and the institutional policies. The
effectiveness of the material used for language
teaching depends largely on how meaningful,
relevant and motivational they are to the learners.
The curriculum is the primary source that helps the
second language learners which also provide a rich
experience of the language, multimedia resource
and help the learners to discover themselves and
become independent learners. Curriculum design is
the process of deciding on what students learn in a
program in terms of knowledge skill and value and
how the learning should take place. A
comprehensive set of factors are to be taken into
account while designing a language curriculum.
They are:

e Environment Analysis: It includes a study of
various factors which enhance the situation or
setting of the language learning process. It also
involves the understanding and eliminating the
affective filters and the unnecessary subjects.

e Need Analysis: It refers to the studyon
students’ expectations, objectives and their
needs from the language program. The need
analysis consist of two types of situational
analysis. Target situation analysis which shows
what the learners need to know and be able to
do in the target language in order to function
effectively in the target language. Present
situation analysis which identifies the learners’
current ability to achieve their goal. The
teacher should focus on both the situation
analysis for a better curriculum quality.

e Research Development: Research findings and
development made in the field of language
instruction and learning must be studied and
utilized in the process of curriculum designing.

e Contextual analysis: the structure of the
curriculum , choice of teaching material, time

allotted for each area of topics and facilities
teachers can make use in their topics must be
taken into account and dealt with care and
learners’ need in mind.

Jahanbakhish  Nikoopour(2011) states
there are three level to be followed in preparing a
syllabus. Approach is the most fundamental and
general level in the process of syllabus preparation.
It refers to the view, belief or theory of language or
language learning on which planning is built. In the
second process namely designing the principles of
the first level are converted into practical aspect of
syllabus teaching aids. The decision regarding the
arrangements of content to be taught and learned,
different types of topics, subjects to be focused in
the language field and so on are made in this level.
In the third level called procedure the above
planned and designed actions are implemented
through  appropriate  techniques and the
management of the classroom is taken care.

Sharif Alghazo (2015) broadly classifies
the syllabus into five types in the area of language
teaching. The grammatical structural syllabus is
organized according to a set of grammatical
structure of a particular language. All the rules and
patterns in the usage of a particular language are
memorized by the students.Functional syllabus is
based on the communicational and interpersonal
uses to which language is put. It is basically
contrast to the grammatical structural syllabus
where the students practice the usage of the rules
and pattern of a particular language.Situational
syllabus is where a set of conversation in everyday
life’s situations and settings are practiced and
performed in the classroom. Students get an
exposure to the real life usage of the language in
this syllabus. In the skill — based syllabus the
learners’ role as a speaker, listener, reader and
writer is given attention and taken care. Learners’
do in all the four fields of language skills are
focused in the skill - based syllabus. In the topic —
based syllabus the use of topics and themes are its
initial point. Students are presented with a
particular topic based on a theme and are asked to
discuss about it. Group discussion, self introduction
and debates are some of the example of topic —
based syllabus. Before preparing a curriculum one
needs to know who the materials are targeted at,
what level they are context in which the materials
are to be used and how the language has to be
presented and organized into teachable units or
lessons.

In - House Material:
In house - material are the course material
developed by a particular teacher or a group of
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teacher for a particular course, particular group of

students and with the available resource at a

particular point of time. Ana Bocanegra- Valle

(2010) states that in — house material are opposed

to published material and are also referred to as

tailor-made material, locally-produced material,
self-designed material, internal-material, home-
made material or home-grown material. In — house
material are commonly based on the existing
learning material and authentic material and text.
These materials may be adapted by means of
different techniques. Some areas of language are
sensitive to in — house material due to lack of
published material in the particular area of
language so the teachers are required to rely wholly
on their self-designed material. On the other hand
the available material may be too region specific or
too internationally oriented. Therefore there some
needs for replacement in the materials. Jocelyn

Howard (2004) points out some of the reasons why

teachers should built their own in—house material

and the factors to keep in mind while designing in —
house material.

Reasons to adopt in — house material:

e Most of the learning materials produced
worldwide are not generally aimed at a specific
group of learners particularly their culture,
ability, knowledge etc. So majority of the
students would find it difficult to connect with
the published course material.

e Most of the modern course books are filled
with functions and speech acts based on the
situation that the learner would have never
encountered.

e Globally designed books are mostly Anglo
centric where the second language learners
would find it hard to relate and respond.

e Designing their own material facilitates the
teachers to keep the local environment in mind
and avoid the lack of fit of the course book.

e Indesigning the in — house material the teacher
can incorporate some of the elements in the
learners’ first language.

e Many other varieties of available material and
tasks can be included and creative authentic
materials can be utilized in the in — house
material designing.

e Materials can be modified or the difficulty of
the learning target can be increase or decrease
according to the learners’ need, ability and
preference.

Factors to consider while preparing in — house
material:

e The teaching material should be contextualized
and at the same time it should also meet the
criterion of authenticity.

e The material must be interactive, generative,
recyclable, flexible and evergreen in terms of
language.

e It should encourage and cover both the
language and learning skills.

e Teachers should focus on both the materials’
form as well as its function.

e It should offer the students the opportunities to
gain transferable skill.

e The material should cover the learners’ need,
preference and knowledge ability.

Adaptation:

As described before in an in — house
material designing adaptations of materials in order
to improve them or to make the material more
suitable and appropriate for a particular group or
type of learners are necessary. Ana Bocanegra-
Valle (2010) states the process of adaptation
includes five steps namely adding, deleting,
simplifying, reordering and replacing.

Adding refers to the expanding and
supplementing the existing materials and providing
more material. It can be classified into two
categories, extending - where the same type of
materials are supplied more which is also known as
quantitative change and expanding — which refers
to adding something different to the existing
material which is also known as qualitative change.
Deleting refers to the removing or abridging a
certain part or section from the existing material. It
can also be classified into two categories,
subtracting — in which some of the part are
extracted from the available material which is
known as quantitative change and abridging —
where certain parts are excluded and certain parts
are focused which is known as qualitative change.
The third division simplifying is replacing certain
text so that it becomes more accessible to the
learners and simplifying an activity to make it more
understandable. Reordering is the fourth division in
which the activities are sequenced in a different
way so that the material makes a more pedagogical
sense. Replacing is the final division where a part
or a session of the material is substituted with other
concept.

Negotiated curriculum:

A negotiated curriculum is where both the
teacher and the students discuss together in regards
with the preparation of the curriculum. It facilitates
the learners by providing them an opportunity to
share the task of curriculum preparation through the
process of negotiation with the teachers. Gokhan
Ozturk (2013) states that the negotiated curriculum
is nothing but the discussion between the all
members of the classroom to decide how learning
and teaching are to be organized. Lately the
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negotiated curriculum has gained importance in the
field of curriculum designing in the language
teaching due to the enhancement of the learner
centeredness. It is quite difficult to prepare
curriculum which appeals to the learners who come
from a different socio — cultural and socio —
economical background with different level of

English needs and ability. When the process of

curriculum making is carefully analyzed it can be

seen that negotiated curriculum is nearly
unavoidable in those situations. Gokhan Ozturk

(2013) lists out some of the reasons for using

negotiated curriculum:

e Where the teachers and students have a
different backgrounds:In most of the cases
there is a common situation in the language
learning surrounding where the teacher and the
learner are from the different background and
do not know anything about each other and
their lifestyle. They don’t have any idea about
their way of thinking as they are from a
different socio - culture and socio -
economical background.

e Where time is short and useful choices must be
made: The most difficult and crucial part in the
language teaching and learning process is the
curriculum designing process and that is
probably due to the shortage of time. Most of
the time the prepared and fixed curriculum
would not be appealing to the current set of
learners so they do not get a proper learning
experience. It is hard to find the appropriate
curriculum for the diverse learners with the
involvement of negotiated curriculum.

e Where there is a diverse group of students so
there is a need to find a common ground:
Normally a language learning class has a
diverse group of students from different
variables like social, cultural ethnic and
economic. Each student has a different reason,
need and preference of learning the same
particular language. In this situation there is a
need to find a common structure of curriculum
that will be appealing to all the students.

e  Where the initial need analysis is done: Need
analysis that is conducted in order to get a
clear cut profile of the students in terms of
their needs, lacks and wants is the most
important part in the curriculum designing.
The designing of the curriculum and preparing
the syllabus that is appropriate for the learners
leads to the situation of having a discussion
with the learners of the particular classroom.

Micro and Macro Level of Course Designing:

Generally a language course will include

many different types of syllabus strands. There are
some courses which are based on multiple syllabus
strands which are otherwise known as integrated
syllabus. It also one of the most generally used
approach in the adult and young-adult course today.
In other case there are situation where only one
syllable strand is used in the overall planning of the
course which is referred as the macro level of
course designing. Most of the skill based course
like writing and speaking will often be a part of the
macro level. Angela Bailey (2018)presents a Table
to classify the macro and micro level course
organization:

Macro Level

Micro Level

Option 1 Skills

Text type
Grammar
Composing processes

Option 2 Types of text

Skill
Grammar
Vocabulary

Option 3 Grammar

Vocabulary
Compose processing
Text types

Backward Designing Instead of Forward
Designing:

Most of the curriculum is designed
through a forward design lesson plan where the
teacher initially chooses a topic from the language
area then the teacher selects an appropriate resource
for the topic. The teacher then chooses an
instructional method based on the resource and the
topic. Then the teacher chooses questions to assess
the students’ understanding about the particular

topic. The difficulties in the forward designing
strategy are that it has a poorly constructed
sequence of task that does not result in clear and
expected outcome. And each activity sequence is
often independently planned so there are often gaps
in what learners need to know. An alternative
approach is to begin from deciding what is the
intended learning outcome and the outputs which
reflect the outcomes. From this idea we should
work backward and determine what is needed to be
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taught to achieve the outcome. This is known as
backward designing. Backward designing starts
from the specification of learning outcome then the
decisions are taken on appropriate methodology
and finally syllabus is developed from the learning
outcome. According to Jack c. Richard (2013) most
of the participants in his workshop typically
assume that the best way to develop course material
is to use the backward designing process as it
provides the effective presentation for the
determined outcome.

CONCLUSION:

In the preparation of curriculum there are
various factors that are needed to be involved and
taken care. In the present modern world there are
numbers of ways to design the curriculum. There
are various published materials and authentic
materials that can be utilized for the language
learning process or can be utilized as the base for
the development of our in — house material as not
all course material are effective and it’s the
teachers’ duty to find the appropriate material for
the students. While designing a curriculum and
teaching material the first preference must be given
to the learners’ need, preference, their present
ability and their target ability in regard to the target
language.
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